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CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO
AGAM-P (M) (27 Apr 67) FOR OT 3 May 1967

Operations Report - Lessons Learned, Qperation Farragut Conducted

SUBJECT:
101lst Airborne Division

by lst Brigade,

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Forwarded as inclcsure is a Combat After Action Report for

c::> Operation Farragut. Operation Farragut was coaducted by the last Brigade,

m 101st Airborne Division during the. period 26 January through 23 March
1967, 1Information contained in this report is provided to insure
appropriate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current

': I operations, and may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

1 Incl KENNETH G. WICKHAM
48 . Ma jor General, USA
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HEADQUARTERS 1ST BRIGADE 101ST AYRBORNE DIVISION
AP0 9€3L7

AVED-C

Combat Operations After Action Report, Operstion FARRAGT (MACV/
RCS/33/32)

SUBJECT:

THRU: Co! Gensral
I Flield Force Vietnam
AP0 $6350

TOs Cormanding Ceneral
O3 Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
ATTN: J3U3
AP0 96222

1. (U) Name of Operaticn: Operation FARRAGUT,

2. (U) Dates of Operations 260800H Jamary 1967 through 23 March
1967, (rhase It January 67-16 February; Phase IT: 17-28 February 67;
Phase III: 18 March 673 Phese IV: 9-23 March 67),

3. (U) location: EINH THUAN, NINH THUAN and LAM DONG Provinces.

he (U) Command Headquarters:s 1st Brigads, 10lst Airborna Divieion,

Brigadier General S, H, Matheson, Command-
Alrborne Division.

S. (U) Report Officart
ing General, 1 »
6. (C) Task Organization:

a., The task organization of the Brigade at the initiation of
Operation FARRAGUT was as shown below,

1-327 Int Bde Troops
Bogr LZ Clearing Tme Bde HHC (-)
A2-17 Cav (-)
2-327 Inf A/326 Engr (<)
LRRP Flat
1 plat, A/326 Engr MP Plat
42 Inf Plat, Sct Dog
2-502 Int 20th Chen Det
161 MI Det
1 plet 42-17 Cav HB-1, 2L5th Psy Ops 0o
(returned to parent 1-101 Awn Sec
unit contyol D+2) TACP
L06 RRD
2-320 ﬂ
B~-30 Arty

b, The task organization was changed during operations against ths
LE HONO PHONG Svcrot Base by ths addition of two CIDG Companies (LUDONG SON
SF Canp) in direst support; one company with the 2-327 Infand tw glatoom
each in direct support of 1-327 Inf and 2-502 Inf; The Lth Troop, 8th Cavrlry
(ARWY) operated in direct support of the Brigads during the last three phases
of Operstion FARRAGUT, arROUP U
DOWRGRADED AT 3 YEARS INTERVALS
DECLASSIFTED AFTER 12 YEARS
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SURJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation FARRAGUT (MACV/
RC3/33/32)

7. (C) Supporting forcest
a, 2/320 Arty:s BEmployed in a direct suprort role.

b, B1/30 Artys Provided gensral support reinforcing filres.

, ¢, 10th Aviation Battalion: Provided two airmcbile companiss in
general supports These helicopters flew troop lift, combat support and
resupply missions. The 10th Aviation Battalion was augmented with one add-
itional airmobile company during Brigade airmouils assaults on 17 February
and 9 March,

d, 179th and 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company: Provided
four flyahle CH-L7 aircraft on a miasion support basis for use in displacing
and resupplying artillery units,

e, 1834 Aviation Company: Provided four 0-1 aircraft for visusl
reconnaissance, artillery adjustment, and radio rslay,

f. 5th Air Commando Squadren: Provided airliit support for Psy
War operations.

g. 2LSth Psy Ops Cot Frovided one loudspeaker and leaflet dis=
gemination team in direct aupport.

. h, 7th USAF: Flew 52 tactical fighter missions totaling 125 sorties.

Fifty of these sorties were immediate requests which were processsd through
the 4ir Force Tactical Air Request Net with an average reaction time of 25
minutes, In addition, 15 Comba: Sky Spot rissions (30 sorties), 6 flareship
(AC-L7) sorties, 78 recornnaissance sorties, 102 Psychologlcal Warfare sorties
and 189 transport sorties were flown in support of the Brigade., Bighteen

B-52 sorties were flown in support of the Rrigade. FAC's flaw 322 sorties in
forvard air control, artillery adjustment and visual recomnnaissance missions.

i, 35th BEngineer Group: Provided general engineer support.
Je SLth Signal Battalion: Provided general support.

k, L58th Med Dett Provided responsive, rapid, evacuation support
to the Brigadse throughout the operation,

1, Det A-237, Sth SF Qroup and LUONG SON CIDG Camp: Provided two

CIDQ companies in direct support of Brigade operations in the LE HONG PHONG
Secret Base area.

m, LLSth RF Company (HOA DA): Opsrated in direct support of the
Brigade by securing lst Log Cmd FSP vicinity S°NO MAO,

n, Uth Troop, 8th Caev (ARVN): Operated in direct support of the
Brigade by providing convoy escort amd security along National Routs 1
botween PHAN THIE? and PHAN RANG,

©. 2d Battalion, Luth Infantry (ARW): Operated in close mutual
ooordination and cooperation with the Brigade in operations against Secred
Base 7 and Secret Base 35.

8. (U) Intelligence: See Inclosure 1, Intelligence,

9. (C) Mission: Readquarters, I Pield Force Vietnam directsd the 1lst
Brigade, 101st AIrborne Division to move from vicinity EONTUM on 21 Jenuery
1967 to base camp vicinity PHAN RANG and, on 26 January to initiate opera-
tions to search out and destroy enemy units and installations in the FARPAGUT
A0 with priority to Secrat Bases 7 and 35 in that order. Shortly after the
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SUSJECT: Combat Overz.‘ons After Action Report, Cperation FARRAGUT (MACV/
RC3/J3/32)

irdtiation of the operation, the Brigade (1) was withdrawn from Operatien
FARRAGQUT ard conducted Operations GATLING I & II, Upon completion of CATLING
IT on 15 February 1967 the FARRAGUT AO was extended and the Brigade's mission
medified to inolude the conduct of seerch and destroy operations in areas
adjacent to National Route 1 betwaen PHAN THIET and PHAN RANG, Inclosure 2,
Operattons Schematics,

10, (C) Concept of rations Operation FARRAQUT consisted of search
and destroy operations condu four distinct phasss, Phese I of Operation
FARRAGUT was oriented into Secret Base 7 during the period 26 January - 16
February 1967, Following & feint by elements of the 2d Battalion (Airborne),
502d Infantry towsrd Secret Base 35 on 26 January, the 2d Battalion (Atrborme),
327¢h Infentry conducted airmobile assaults on 27 January to exploit a B-52
strike in Secret Bass 7., lat Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry conducted
airmobile assaults to the north of the B-52 atrike zone and conducted ssarch
and destr. - operations to the south, whils 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d
Infantry .oved overland and conducted search and destroy operations north
into Secret Base 7, Following the departure of the Brigade mimua on 30 and
31 January for Operation GATLING, 24 Battalion (Adirborns), 327th Infantry
continued search and destroy operations in and adjacant to Secret Base 7
through 16 February, During the period 17-26 February, Phase Il of Operation
PARRAGUT was conducted in the LE HONG PHONG Secret-Base, 1st Battalion (Air-
borna), 327th Infantry and 2d Battalion (Airborne), 5024 Infantry conducted
thorough 'search and deatroy operations in exploitation of a B-52 strike whils
2d Battalion ( Airborna), 327th Infantry and 2d Battalion, Tth Cavalry minus
blocked to the NE and SW respectively., During the later stages of Phass IT,
2d Battalion (Airborme), 327th Infantry conducted search and destroy operations
to the north, attempting to drive the enemy against blocking positions manned
by elements of lst Battalion (Airborne}, 327th Infantry and Troop A, 2d
Squadron (Adrborne)}, 17th Cavalry, Phase III of Operation FARRAGUT (1-8 March
67) was characterized by Brigade minus search and destroy operations against
suspected enemy locations north of SONG MAO while 2d Battalion (Airborne),
327th Infantry secured portions of Route 1 and conducted cordon and search
operations sgainst VC controlled villages and hamlets between PHAN RANG and
SONG MAD, The final phase of Operation FARRAGUT was a three battalion search
and destruy operation against Socret Base 35. Two battalions. lst Battalion
(1irvorne), 327th Infantry and 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry, con-
ducted airmobile assaults from SONG MAO into Secret Base 35 and conducted
search and destroy operations to the south and west. 24 Battalion (Airborne),
327th Infentry moved overland along Rt 1, conducteG search and destroy
:ﬁ:raticm to the sast and blocked routes of egress out of Secret Basa 35 to

west,

11, (C) Executions

8¢ Operation FARRAGUT was characterized by small unit actions and
sporadic comtact with small enemy forces, The search and destroy tactics
utiliged consisted of saturation patrolling, night movement, night ambushas,
raids and the use of small urdt stay behind forces, The terrain over which
operations were conducted included mcuntainous jungle, rolling hills, sandy
acrub forest, and flat, cultivated lowlsnds.

b. Operation FARRAGUT was initiated seven dgye after the termination
of Operation PICKETIT in KONTUM Province. On 21 January 67, the Brigade began
alr and overlard movement from KONTUM to PHAN RANG, The Brigade minus closed
PHAN RANG on 22 Jamuary and on 26 Jamuary convoy elementa closed FHAN RANG
after moving overland a distance of spproximately LOO miles. Operation
FARRAOUT commenced at 260800H Jaruary 1567.

c¢e Phase It The three mancuver battalions of the Brigade were
located at the Brigade Bmse Camp vicinity PHAN R'NG., At 260900H Jamuary
1967, Task Force DOHERTY, composed of C/2-502 Inf, 1 plat A/326 Engr,
3
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SUBJECT: Corbat Operations After Action Peport, Operation FARRAGUT (MACV/
RCS/73/32)

1 plat A/2-17 Cav, and C Btry, 2-320 Arty, conducted a tactical road march
to an area NW of Secret Base 35. This move was an attempt to deceive the
ensmy as to the Brigade's truse cbjoctive, Secret Base 7, and sorved to
position forces for the Brigazde assault on D+¢l, To further enhance the
deception, 2d Battalion, Luth Regiment (ARVN) cormenced ¢peratlons SE of
PHAN RANG in direct support of the Brigade end during the period 26-27
January, a heavy artillery and naval gun fire preparation was pleced in
Searet Base 35, On 27 Jarmary 1967, following a B-52 strike, lst Battalion
(Alrborne), 327th Infantry and 24 Battalion (Airborme), 327th Infantry
conducted airmobile assaults into the Secret Base 7 area to exploit the
strike and destroy enery forces and installations in gone, 2d Battalion
(airborns), 502d Infantry conductad an overland move from PHAN RAMG into
the southern portion of the A0 and cormmenced search and destroy operations
t the NW, (Inclosure 2, Tab A). Contact within the A0 during the period
27-30 Janvary was relatively light, On 28 January, in two brisf contacts,
the 2d Battalion (Airberne), S02d Infantry produced L VC KIA (BC) and 3
individual weape¢ns captured. Documents captured as a result of this en-
counter indicated that NVA- forces were belng used as fillers in local VC
units, On 28 Jamary, the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry die-
covered a large base area belioved to have been the VC Province Headquarters.
The area contained 20 huts, two hospitals, a mess hall (75-100 capacity),
radio repair area, printing plant, and a large amount of food, livestock
documents, ard medical supplies. On 30 January the 2d Battalion, LLth ARVN
Regiment terminated operations in direct support of the Brigade and resumed
normal defensive posture from three locations south of PHAN RANG, On 30 and
31 January, lst Battalion (Airborns), 327th Infantry and 2d Battalion (Air-
borne), 502d Infantry extracted from the FARRAUT A0 to PHAN RANG and pre-
pared to indtiate ration GATLING I in LAM DONG Province, while the 2d
Battalion (Airborms), 327th Infantry continued Operation FARRAGUT, The
movement of 2d Battalion (Airborne}, 502d Infantry from field locations to
PHAN RANG deserves comment in that a heliborns axtraction of one infantry
battalion was accomplished during the hours of darlmess, Seven separate
PZ's were utilized to extract LhB troops between 1847 hours and 2115 hours
on 30 Jamary 1967, At 311720H Jamuary 67, while conducting a tactical route
reconnaissance south on Highway 1, Troop A, 2d Squadron (Airborme), 17th

-Cavalry was engazed by mortar and small arms fire resulting in 1 US KIA,

L US WIA, 1 % ton trk destrcyed, 2 VC KIA (BC) and 2 SKS's captured, During
the period 1-8 February,the 2d Battalion (Airborme), 327th Infantry continued
Operation FARRAGUT, making light contact and discovering mmerocus caches

and base camp areas. On 2 February 67, Troop 4, 2d Squadron (Airborne), 17th
Cavalry, reinforced by a provisional platoon of Company A4, 326th Engineer
Battalion (Airborne), conducted an overland move into the AO and commenced
gearch and destroy operations under OPCON of 2d Battalion (Airborne), 327th
Infantry. On 7 and 8 February, the 2d Battalion (Airborme), 327th Infantry
discovered large caches of food, documents, and communications eouipment.

On 7 Pebruary Troop A, 2d Squadron (Airborne), 17th Cavalry terminated search
and destrey operations and returned to PHAN RANG, At C80700H February
offensive operations in the FARRAGUT AO were terminated in observance of the
TET truce period, Units assumed a defensive posture astride known or suspect-
ed enemy lines of commnications and conducted vigorous defensive recon-
naissance patrolling in an attempt to minimize VC/NVA military exploitation
of the TET stand-down, During the TET stand-down period, which lasted
through 120700H Pebruary 67, there were 2 VC/NVA initiated contacts in the
FARRAGUT AO resulting in 1 VC EIA (BC), 1 US WIA, and 1 mauser captured. On
13 February, Task Force THUNDRREALL consisting of the 2d Battalion (airborme),
J27th Infantry; Troop A, 2d Squadron (Airborna), 17th Cavalrps Battery B,

2d Battalion (Airborme), 320th Artillery; and 1 plat, Btry B, lst Battalion,
30th Artillery; conducted airmobile assaults and overland moves into selected
1Z's and firing positions north of Route 1 and commencsd search and destroy
operations south to eliminate VC/NVA domination of Route 1 betwesn XAM MAT
(BN595L) anc VINH 504 (EN5451), The task force was supported by elements of
Company B, lith Engireer zzttalion which had the mission of repairing Route

1 to accomodate military convoys, On 16 February T8sk Force THUNDERBALL
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation FARRAQUT (MACV/
RGS/J3/32)

terminated operations S of PHAN RANG and conducted a combined airmobile and
overland move to SONG MAD (BN26L5) ard prepared for future operations in the
FARRAQUT AQ,

d, Phase IT: The second phase of Operation FARRAGUT began on 17
February; two days after the termination of GATL™NG II by the Brigade mimnus
and one day after Task Force THUNDERBALL moved to SONG MAO, On 17 February
the Brigads initiated ssarch and destroy operations in the western portion
of the LE HONO PHONG Forest. Airmobile assaults were conducted by all
battalions at firet light from PHAN THIET and SONG MAO to selected L2's in
the A0 und foliowing a B-52 strike at 1000 hours, all slements initiated
search and destroy operations and extemsive patrolling to deny enemy egress
out of the area. The 2d Battalion (Airbornse), 327th Infantry with one DS
CIDG Oo blocked routes of withdrewal to the SB, while lst Battalion (Air-
borne), 327th Infantry and 24 Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry each with
2 DS CIDO platoons conducted ssarch and destroy operations to the SE. 2d
Battalion, 7th Cavalry minus, supported by 1 DS ARVN Co and 1 DS RF company,
screened SW of the Brigade's AD and the Brigades origanmic cavalry troop
coreened ths road network north of the LE HOMG PHONG, (Incloswe 2, Tab B).
The airmobile assault phase of the operation was conducted prior to ard in
conjunction with the B-52 strike., All elements of the blocking force and
assault elemonts from lst Battalion (Airborns), 327th Infantry and 2d
Battalion (Alrborne), 502d Infantry were in position prior to the B-S2
strike and the airmobile assault contimued during the B-52 strike. Con-
current with the assault on the LE HONG PHONG, engineer elements supported
by Uth Troop, 8th ARWN Cavalry began repairs and re-op:ning of Route 1
from PHAN THIET to SONG MAO. The operation during the pericd 17-22 February
was characterized by .numerous, but lisht contact and frequent encounter with
mines, booby traps, snipers and harassing fire. During this period the st
Battalion (4irborne), 327th Infantry and the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d
Infantry discovered numerous base cemps and fortified positions ranging in-
slze from 17-100 bunkers, On 22 February, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry minus,
terrinated their screenins mission SW of the Brigade 40, The 2d Battalion
(4irborne), 502d Infantry terminated operations in the western portion of
the LE HONG PHONG and extracted to SONG MAO and the lat and 2d Battalions
(Airborne), 327th Infantry repositioned forces in order to conduet search
and destroy operations against the eastern partion of the LE HONG PHONG.

On 23 February the Brigade began operations in the eastern portion of the
LB HONG PHONG ~ith the lst Battalion (Airborme), 327th Infantry and 1 DS
CIDG company blocking routes of withdrawal to the N and W and the 24
Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry with 1 CIDO company DS conducting
search and destroy operations to the N, Contect during the period 23-27
February consisted of harassing fire and numerous small unit engagemants,
Several large campsites and food caches were discowesred and destroyed or
evacuated, The enemy continued attempts without success to interdict convoy
traffic on Route 1. On 24 February, in response t0'a request for assistance
from LAM DONG Province, the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 5024 Infamtry and C
Battery, 2d Battalion (airborne), 320th Artillery conducted airmobile
essaults from SONG MAO to selected LZ's west of DI LINH and began search
and deatroy operations 4o locate and destroy an estimated VC battalion which
had ambushed local ARWN forces, On 25 February elements of 2d Battalion
(Airborna), 5024 Infentry contacted i VC resulting in 3 VC KIA (BC), 1 VeC
and 3 individual weapons captured. acting on intelligence received from

" the captured VC, one company conducted an airmobile assault to LZ'=s SW of

DI LINH to ®lock enemy routes of withdrawal., The company contacted an
estimated 2 company force just prior to dark resulting in 1 US KIA, 8 US
WIA, 9 VC KIA (BC) and 5 individual weaspons captured. The enamy broke
contact at dark and TAC air and artillery were utiliged throughout the night
in an effort to block enemy routes of egress, On 27 February the Brigade
terminated operations in the LE HONG PHONG Forest and DI LINH arem and
extracted to SONG MAO to conduct maintenance and prepare for future opera-
tions 4in the FARRAGUT AO.
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SUBJECT: Corbat Operations After Action Report, Operation FARRAGUT (MACVY/
auS8/J3/32)

o, Phase III: The third vhase of Operation FARRAGUT was character-
ized by the Brigade's continued use of land IOC's, the conduct of several
cordon and cearcn operaticns in the SONG NAQ - TUY PHONG area, and the conduct
of search and destroy operations in the area north of SONG MiO, An FSP was
established at S01G MAO by elements of the lst logistical Command and the
Brigade provided security forthe beach unloading site vicinity HOI TAN (BN3737).
On 1-March, reacting to intelligence indicating from one to two VC' companies
word occupying hamlets N of TUY PHONG, the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 327th
Infantry, on two hours notice, executed en airmobile assault into L2fs vic=-
inity TUY TINH CHAM and TUY TINH VIET (ENL6LB). Elements of two companiss,
assisted by the Sector Reconnalssance and Surveillance Platoon and 2 FF
companies, completed a cordon and search of the hamlets., Results of the
operation were 6 VC KIA and L4 SA captured, The battalion was extracted
to SONG MAO on 2 March. On 3 March 67, the LLSth RF company replaced
Brigade elements securing tha beach unloading site vicinity HOI TAN, At
0305004 Mar 67, the 2d Battalion (Airborns), 327th Infantry conducted a
night airmobile raid under flare illumination to cordon ard search the
village of VINH HOA (BNS%51). The village had been a center of 7C tax
collecticn on Route 1 between FHAN THIET and PHAM RA"G. The raid achieved
complete surprise as evidenced by the effectivs sealing of the of the
aamlet prior to detection by the local population. While no enemy contacts
were made as a rosult of the operation, significant results wers achieve?d
in the fields of intelligence and civic acticn, A4s a Qirect result of this
oreration, the entire populace of VIIH HOA (over 5C0) elected to lsave the
hamlet and return to GVN control by reclocating at TUY PHONG. At 030730H
Marzh 27 the 1st Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry and the 2d Battalion
(Airborne), 502d Infantry conducted airmobile assaults into L2's north of
SONG MAD and began search and destroy operations to the south and north re-
spectively, (Inclosure 2, Tab C). HNo significant enemy contact was made
and on & March both battalions were extracted to SONG MAO. The 2d Battzlion
(Airborne), 327th Infantry continued to secure National Route 1 while Troon
4, 2d Squedron (Alrborne), 17th Cavalry, supported by Lth Troop, 8th Cavalry

(ARWN) provided convoy security and escort for logistic convoys between PHAN
RANG and SCNG MAO.

f+ Phase IV: The fourth phase of Oneration FARRAGUT was directed
into Secret Base 35 and was. initiated on 8 March with the clendestine overe
land infiltration of four Long Range Reconnalgsance Patrol Teams into the MW
portion of the objective area to conduct ambush and surveillance operations
along enermy LOC's between Secret Base 7 and Secret Base 35. At 090700H March
6Z the Brigade initiated search and destroy operations against Secret Base
35. The 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry executed an early morning
airmobile raid with ono company and the reconnaissance platoon to cordon
and search the hamlet of SONG HAI (2N8262). National Police assisted in
the search, segregation and screening of inhabitants upon completion of the
cordon. The ist Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry conducted airmobile
assaults from SONG MAQ to four L2's im the northern portion of Secret Base
35 and began search and destroy operations south on multiple axis, The 2d
Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry moved overland from TUY PHANG into the
wastern portion of the objective area and conducted search and destroy opera-
tions to the east with two companies. One company continued to secure
National Route 1. The 2d Battalion {Airborns), 502d Infantry minus con-
ducted an airmobile assault into the southeast portion of Secret Base 35
and began search and destroy operations to the west, At 0912008 March 67
elensnts of the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry were reiieved of
their mission at SONG HAI by elements of the 2d Battalion, Lhth Regiment
(ARVN) which moved ovorland on Provineial Route LO7, (Inclosure 2, Tab D).
Thase elements rejoined the battalion minus in the A0 and by 1305 hours
the airmobile move was complete, On 10 March the Brigade Main Command
Post and trains began mcvement overland from SONG MAO to PHAN RANG, Operations
in the Secret Base 35 area were characterized by light ard scattered contacts
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and attempts by the VC to harass treffic on Routes 1 and LO7 through the use
of nines. On 13 March 57 the 2d Battalion (Airborme), 327th Infantry rein-
forced with one battery of artillery and ons platoon of engineers termingted
operations in Secret Base 35 and commenced overlard mowsment to TUY HOA,

The battalion closed TUY HOA and became OPCON to Task Force IVY at 141601H
March 67. On 13 March the Lth Troop, 8th Cavalry (ARWN), terminated opera-
tions in support of the Brigade., This urdt was regponsible for the Brigade's
auccessful -utilization of land LOC's during tre final stages of Operaion
FARRAGUT, VC contact was established by the 1st Bettalion (Airborne), 327th
Infantry on 13 and 14 March in a geries of caves in the northern portion of
the A0 and resulted in 9 VC KIA(BC) and 6 SA captured. On 15 March, the 2d
Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry minus, conducted an airmobile and over-
1snd aove to an area just south of Secret Base 7 and began search and destroy
operations, One company of the 2d Battalion (Airtorne), 502d Infantry con-
tinusd operations in the NE portion of Secret Basc 35 until 18 March when it
rejoined the battalion. On 16 March the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Lifantry
discovered a large campsite and contacted an estimated 6 VC resulting in 1l S
WIA, 5 VC KI4 (BC), 1 VCC ard L SA captured, The 2d Battalion, Lhith Regiment
(ARWN) terminated oparations north of Secret Base 35 in support of the Brigade
on 16 March, During the conduct of operations in Secret Base 35, Trocp A,

2d Squadmn (Airborne), 17th Cavelry, reinforced by the Brigade Security
Platoon established and maintained TCP's on Route 1 to monitor movement of
civilian traffic and gather intelligence on VC tax collection efforts, The
troop conducted daily read clearing and sereening operations on Rcutes 1 and
LO7. On 22 March the lst Battalion (Airborme), 327th Infantry terminated
operations in Secret Base 35 and conducted an overland move to PHIN RANG to
begin preparation for future combat operations, At 2212254 March A7 elements
of ths 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry conducted an airmobile raid
against the deserted hamlet of VINH HOA resulting in the capture of 2 ARWN
deserters and Ui detainses, On 23 March the 2d Battslion (Airborme), 502d
Infantry terminated operations in the FARRAGUT AO and conducted an airmobile

and overland move to the Brigade base camp at PHAN RANG. Operation FARRAGUT
terminated 232)00H March 1967,

12, (C) Resultss

a. The 1st Prigade, 10lst Airborne Division accomplished its
mission of eonduvcting search and destroy operations to locate and destroy
VC/NVA forces in the FARRAGUT AO.

b. The following losses were inflicted on the enemy during the
operation: 115 VC/NVA KIA (BC), 10 VC/NVA KI4 (EST), 2 NVAC, 18 vcc, 1
rallier, 139 detaineces (28 classified civil defendents), 80 indiv dual
weapons, 80.U tons of rice, 6.5 tons of corm, 17 radios, 2 generzcors, and
miscellancous ammunition, medical and adminiétrative supplies,

c. Friendly losses during the overation were: 15 US XIA, 11L US
WIA, 5 OVN WIA (supporting forces); 3 M-151 % ton trks, 1 M-£0, 2 M-~79 and
1 AN/PRC-25 destroyed, 1 2) ton trl damaged,

13, (U) Administrative Matters:

8e Porsonnel and Admimistration: See Inclosure 3, Personnel and
Adpninistration,

b, logistics: See Inclormre L, Logiatics,
o, Civic Action: See Inclosure 6, Civil Affairs,
14, (C) Special Equiprment and Techniquess

a8, The succersful execution of an 1lluminated airmobile raid by
one battalion minus, emphasizes the value of this taciie in achieving sur-
orise as well as the desirability of all aviation units achieving this
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e

capability. In plaming rod exscuting the night airmobile assaults, several
tachniques. vere developed which are worthy of note.

(1) Tho P2 was organised by 10th Aviation Battalion path-
finders who placed lamps at each touchdown point, This facilitated both
the movement of trocps axd aircraft on the. PZ,

(2) The f£-.rst flare was ignited on order of the migsion commander
as the first flight was on short final into ths LZ. Continuous 11lumination
wee then utilized to ficilitate the landing of aircraft, to assist ground
troops in movement, amxi to aid in the observation of the target area.

(3) The gir corridor into the objective area was planned 8o
that critical azimuth changes were made above friendly instaliations on the
ground, Fire srrovs (fire pots placed in the shape of an arrow) ignlted
at these friendly positions assisted aircraft navigatlon.

bs Repetitdwe patrolling over the same area in varying patterns
uncovered mumercus ciches and camp areas sometimesonly meters away from
earlier discoverias,

c, During Operation FARRAGUT air warning messages were broadcast
by 24 Battalion (ALlsborne), 320th Artillery utilizing an AL Force sur-
vival kit radio, AN/URC-10, Broadcasting alr warning messages in this
manner permitted pilots to continually monltor ground unit command nete.

d. The 21 Battalion {Alrborme), 320th Artillery nale axtensive use

of the organic coimter-mortar radar, AN/MPQ-UA, during Operation FARRAGUT,.

The radar was uti"ized with varying degrees of success in computing survey
coordinates bys

(1) Tracking a low charge, high angle round,

(2) Tracking a balloon floating above the point at which
survey coordinates are desired,

(3) Tracking a beer can dropped from an H-13 to the point
at which surveyed coordinates are desired,

15, (C) Commanders Analysis:

a8, Lepsons Learoeds

(1) Inability to fire accirately at fleetding targets that

appear in a hasty engagement continues, to be a suBject for contimous
training. -

«2) Al individuale detained by the brigade should be evacuated
through brigade charmels, Immadiate release of detainses to GVN authorities

often precludes the collection and dissemination of intelligence of immediate
tactical significance.

(3) In lucrative areas, it is desirgble to re-enter the area
using varying patterns in order to fully exploit or develop the situation.

(4) Detailed arrangements must be made to insure ARVN and CIDG
troops ¢perating in direct support of US troops are properly equipped and
supplied to rema‘n in the AC for the Jduration of an operation.

{5) The conduct of illuminated airmotile orerations is tactically
feasible and greatly enhances the brigade's capability to surprise the enemy.

(6) Night sirmobile operations require Jdetailed planning and
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thorough reconnaissamce.

(7) Civic Action activities, in addition to their oontribution
to Revolutionary Development Programs, provide an excellent sowros of in-
telligence,

b. Commanders Notes:

(1) Operation FARRAGUT was characterised by extensive uss of
the available road network to position and resupply trigade mansuver elsments,
The Prigade plans to continue meking maximum use of land LOC's whenever feasible,

(2) The Lth Tyroop, 8th Cavalry (ARW) swpported the Brigade
during the overland move from FHAN THIET to SONO MAO, during operations in
the SONG MAC area, amd ijuring the overland mow from SONG MAQ o PHAN RANG.
The troop displayed agressivencss, initiative, and a high degree of pro-
fepsional competence, and contributed materially to the btrigade's successful
utilisation of land LOC's,

(3) The commard relationship betwssn the Brigads and USSF/CIDG
units in the FARRAQUT A0 was not clearly defined at the initiation of opera-
tions. This situation led to misunderstanding, created problems in coordina-
tion of efforts, amd prohibited maximm utilization of all available re-
sources, This problem has since been resolved.

¢e Recommendations:

(1) That during the assgult phase of cperations requiring ax-
ploitation of B-52 strikes or when & tactical advantage can be gained by
placing maximum troops on the ground e rapidly as possible, the Brigade's
normal avistion support of two light aimmobils companiss be supplemented by
at least one additionsl 1light airmobile comparty,

(2) That survival type mirrors and strobs lights (Light Marker,
Distreas) be issusd to umits in quantity for use in signalling aircraft snd

narking L2's,
\_ﬂ ////% Ay
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Inglomme 1 {Txtelligenns) to Gazhat Opereticns After batice Mapart,
Cpereticn PA RAOST

1, (C) Zorxaip: The aros of operation conaisted of flat low-
1and used for cultiwition; sandy bordoring on the south Chimn Sea; sandy
scrub forests of the LX HONG PHONG; end Tugged forested moundains in the
acrthern and western portions of Um arem of operation, The sperse veg-
itetion in the lovland alang Huy #1 provided good obwervation and fields
of fire, tut poor cover and concealment, In the mgunbains, the hesavy
forest affordsd good cover and concealment, tut cbrmtm and {‘icldl
of fire. Tho main avenue of aprrvach was aleng m'ﬁ
raply of ths area had no effect on ~ilitery opersticms,

2. (U) Xeathar: The period of the opsraticn fell into the &ry see-
son for Ninh Thuan and Binh Thuan Provinces, FRain ecoured on an average
of loss than one day a ncnth with no effect on air or ground operations.
Winde were slightly in mou of predicted spesds, tut there were no doye
that were unfavorable for lowlevel flying, The lack of rain during thia
period oreates a dra-tio shortage of water vhich remlts in & major

supply problem, Gederally, the weatber is exsellent for the conduct of mil-
itary operations

3. (C) Anslxaia:

a. The entive operation was conducted against local ¥C forces
and a thorough search of the arec resulted in no signifionnt contact.
Light, scattered contacts, involving no -ore than equad sise spexy forces,
ooccured almoet op a daily basis. The esnemy made frequent use of mines
and booby traps along roads and trails in the A0, amd enployed suipers to
slow down and barrsss friendly forces,

b, In 8B 7, the VC Provincial Beadquarters (X301), and 274th LP
Conmpany sustained sufficient casualtiss %o disrupt cnd wakezn the ensmy's
influence and ocoutrol over people. The snemy base in this ayes were found
destroyed; large quantities of documents, training materisle, medical sup-
nlies, radio parts, and niscellancus squiment wire capturwi,

e, In 8B 35 mmmcumuammmmsnm
ocanp destroyed. The T Dis triot Headquarters and a mmall PW camp vas also
found and destroyed, Shehanletofsonﬂdhnhuu,amducmum
to ba strongbeld for the VC opereting in SB 35, The 270th L¥ Compenmy has
been integratad vith NVL up to 50 pervent, These NVA soldiers csme into SVI
in infiltration groupe and were used to bolster local ferce ocmpuniss in
Rinh Touan Province, This is the first re-orted inoident of NVA being
intagrated 2. loeal W unite,

d, VC tax collection pointe between Phanh Rang and Phan Thiet were
frequently disrupted by suprise raids, Sewveral tax eollectors were appre-
hended,

R¢

o, L thorough ssarch of ths ares north of
dmovidamarmlmvcnwfomuindunmcrorwmmhu
srean,; Contacts nade tn the area wers limited to
olepents,

£+ The LE BOMO PHOMS Forest has in the past baer used as a bade
Aares for battalim sise units, The forest oontains a omplex of mmall oemps,
scmplete with camunication tunkers and trenches, aad areds,
During the dry season there is ar esoute shortage of water in ares with
the only watar supply being a fev locel vella, For this reason, it is douMt-
ful that large snexy units will be found in this ares durig the &yy ssasons,
the

@ The VC are losing contral of the civilian populstion throughout
M, dut to a moh greater extent in Pinh Thuan Province than in Mehh
Thuan i‘rcﬂ.wo. ‘This fact i substantisted by the significant increass in
the mmder of Hoi Chonh's during the period of US ecpermtions in the erwes,

h, The following COMSEC was provided during Operation FAKRAGUT:

GROUP 4
DOWORADED AT ) YEAR IFTERVALS
DECTASSIPIED AFTER 12 YRARS

1-1
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Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Combat Operations After Actlon Report,
Operation FARRAGUT (cont'd) / {

(1) 8,204 tronmissions were zonitored op the FM nets durimz
the period 28 Jan - 23 Mar 1967,

{2) 226 tr-necissions through the "Strike" switahboard were
nonitored during the period 28 Jan - 23 Mar 1967,

(3) Coomunicetions security during all phases of the omrations
was quite good with only one ¢tranamission seourity violation being r .ed and
reported. This violation wvas the disclosure of clussified lans and oper-
ations,

4. (C) lassona learneds

a, Red Haze: It has become apparent that curing the dry season
when the local inhsbitants are burning their fields, the effectiveness
of Fed Hage is furthor deoreased. Rather than attaching importance to
lorge sitings which are indicative of brush fires, the small sitings of less
than ten fires are of greater significance, All reported fires must
bs chacked by visual recemnaissance,

b, Photography: Aerinl photograp'y w:s re-dily avail-tle ~nd
trail, L2 and D2 studies prepared of thoss areas Which covered in the or-
iginl planning. However, when the Brigade began moving out of preplan-
ned area, aerisl photogrophic sunport wns not able to keep up, Experience
shows that it requires a lead time of approximately seven days to obtain
the photography, cnd the intelligence derived from the photogrephy, for any
sizecable area, The problem seems to be the availability of Alr Force photo-
recon alroraft, Future plans call for an aerinl Surveillance and Target
Acquisition Platoon, with Mohawk circraft, to be stationod out of Nha Trang
under IFFV control, The gvail bility of this unit shmld allevinte the
problem by reducing time following subtmission of requests.

c. JZPW: It should be re-~emphasized that due to the complicated
classification syetem of det~inees, the low intelligence level of detaipees,
and lorge arens of operations, all possible capture data sho::1ld be placed
on capture tags to include coordinates of capture, dante-time group, umdt
of c_o.pture, circunstances surrounding capture, and a description of all
wveapons and documents captured with the individual,

d, All individunls detalved bty the brigade ehould be evacuated
through channals, The recent experience of evacuation detainses through
local channale points out that local Vietnamese do not use the samg closw
sification system as we do, do not have the sams intelligence interests,
and do not have a system for the expeditious disemination of tectical in-
fermation, It is also necessary that 4n cperations with the Vietnacess a
great deal of specific ooordination is necessary. It must be determined
beforehand vhere datainees are to be kept and interrogated, where plek =
up pointa, screening poimts, and LZ's are to be located, and exactly vhat
rhysical sets are to be fcllowed by all detained personnel,

e, The VC have s defirite radio monitaring capability and
have, on several occasions, attempted to enter cuv FM nets, This makes
1t oandatory for radio operators to be familiar with the use of autben~
ication tables and be able to challenge muspect statioms.

£, When ontering e new operational ares, all possihle intelligonce
agenciea ruet be screened for information, and personnel who are fomiliar
vith the AC, In the past, sources of informatien (PW's, Hoi Cbanh's)
have not come to light until the operution had started, Although thase
sources were avallsble and could have provided imvaluable information
prior to the commencement of the operation,

g. %hen operating against local force VC, the lenger a unit remains
in the area the petter the chances are of finding the enemy, Although
search nust be made to detect hiding places, cache, and base areas, Event~
ually the VC will leave their hiding places to gain food and water, or due
to genaral restlessnese.
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Inolosure 1 (Intelligence) to Cambat Operations After Action Report,
Operation FARULGUT (cont'd)

h. Intelligence leads muat be reacted on immediately to obtain
the best result when fighting guerrill:.. Delays in reacting to intal-
ligence will find the cnemy gone from the area and the target no longer
lucrative, It rust be anticipated that many reports and sightings of enemy
activity will not pan out; howsver, scme are bound to bring results,

i, During the dry sccson the ememy will not occupy the highest
gromnd, but will move his camps to slace more accessibls to ~ water supply,
Anmbushes cap be very successful in ond oround potemtial scurces of water,

5. (U) The folioving 1s a breakout of the emsmy weapons end material
loases during Operation FARRAGUT:

a., Weapons Captured:

Mauger Rirle
M-1 Cerbine
8KS

AX .Y

MAS 36

US Shotgun

45 Cal Pistol
Springfislad .30-06
Thempson SM3
Mosin Nagant

PPSH

BAR
French SMG
M-1 Rifle

[
\AM\Q\»OMN\»\».D&\)

E*
8

b. Amunitions

84

6 Mortars
Claynore, HD 10
Claymore, HD 3
LP Mines

M7 Rounds
Hand Grenades
Blasting Caps

c. Other:

owqwmnp§

[ %]

Transistor Radios
Volt Meter

Oln Meter
Radio/Rocediver

CW Key

TE-? venerator

1 3/4 H,P, Geoerator
PRC-10 Hand Set
Sewing Machines
Carera

Microscope
Minecgraph Machine
Typewritera
Typewriter Ribbon 39!

CHPHWH RPN RS

AV

Tab A:  Order of Battle
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b A (Grder of Tattle) to Inolosurs 1 (Intallipwnse) to Lowbnt Ovecut
mml{oﬁcn Ragort, Opsration FARRAGUT — ) done

1, (C) VC NVA Initia) Order of Battle

/6

a, NVA Units

(1) 4t the beginning of Operaticn FATRAGUT the 324th Co,
%2/,th WVA Bu (possibly of the §th NT NVi Div) waa belleved to be looated
in Nirh Thuan Province. HNumercus reports indiocated its location ae ia
vicinity of Bn 6274, operating close to SECRET BASE 7 (Bu 5574), One report
indicated its operationsl area as being in the northern pusition of Minh
Thuan Province and probably using SECRET BASE 22 (BP 8006) as ita center
of activity, Its nission was balieved to include preparation for and
conduc27of amortar assault on the Phan Rang Air Force Bsse cammlex in
early 67,

{2) Yo othar NVA units were believed to be located within the
area of operation, Some of the local VC units (apecifically the 270th VC
IF Co) wvas belleved to have an undetermined amount of NVA personnel as cadre,
b, VC Units
(1) Moh Thuan Province
{a) The following VCIF units were confimmed as oper-

ating in the Ninh Tman Province area with the nost recent center of op=
erations as indicated:

)04 IQCATION
270ta VOLF Ca BN 7568
112 VCLP Co BN 8167
LDABtCEo B 5574
X15th Co BN 9785
X420th Co BN 9785
X25th Co BN 6374
1430th Co B 09
X435th Co B 5979
Ldth Co BN 884
Xis5th Co B 7808

{b) The fallowing VCLF units were belicved to be located
in the Ninh Thuan Provinoe area with gperational areas undertemined:

1 X480 VOLF Co
2 X485 VOLF Co
3 C274 VCIF Co
4 C285 VCLF Go
(¢) Sucret Base Areas were beliaved to be established

in the following vicinities with the most protracted activitics reported
in Secret Base 7 and 35:

SECRET BASE LecaTo
7 B 5574
19 o 9792
2 BN 8006
25 BN 4684
35 BN 7559

(2) Bich Truan Province
(a) The following VCLF units were believed t¢ be operating

l-A~1
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Tab A (Order of Rattls) to Inclosure 1 (Intellirence] to Combat @verations
Aftep Action Rerorts; Operztion PARRAGUT (conttd)

in Binh Thuan Province with possidle locations indicated ss fallows:

iz AT
840 VC Bn Unlocated
602 VC Bp AN 7305
489 V¢ Bo B 021
490 VC Co AN 7420
430 VC Co N 7,27
440 VC To BN 1530
450 VC Co AN 9314
460 VC Co Unlocated
480 VC Co Unlocated
481 VC Co Unlocated

(b) 4 VC Mobile force Bn, identification unknown, was
reported mmerous times cerating in the vicinity of AN 9421, The unit
wes reported to have a strength of 600 to 700 persomnnel and an assortment
of weapons to include 60rm Mortars.

2, (C) Order of Battle Findings and Sumoary in the Opcretion Ares.
a, MNinh Thuan Province

(1) In late Jan 67 slaments of the Brigade searched and de-
stroyed the area deacribed as Secret Dase 7, Only small, isolated contact
was pade and a8 & result an insignificant amount of intelligence was ga-
thered. The presence of small installations and facilities as well as
agricultural and built up areas coafirmed the assumption that the enemy
(most probably Provincial VC Hg) extensively used the area az a staging area
Rest Area, and control cepter, It vas not established that conmtact with
the enemy units 1isted im 1b (1) (a) and (b) was made; howsver, the VC KIA
vere most probably members of the X401 VC Provincial Hqs and/or its sub-
ordinste units, As a result of captured material, vhich inocluded typewriters
a reproduction mschine, printed propegands leaflets, directives, rosters,
etc,, it was established that the X/01 Provincial Hqs was located and operating
within the irmediste vicinity of IN 5574.

(2) The derloymemt of elements of the brigade in SB 35 (BN
7559) on 9 March 67 imitially did not produce a significant amount of con-
tact. The search and screeming of Bom Fai (BN 8362) resulted in approx-
imately 30 detainees, believed to be locsl VC infrastructure, which estab-
lishes the fact that the hamlet was controlled by VC unite im SB 35, Dur-
ing the search missiom, contact with theze elements was extramely light
irdicating that the enemy was succeasfully conducting concealnent and escape
and evation tactics, The possibility of exfiltration into SB 7 (BN 5574),
however, appeared remo%e in light friendly deployment of troops in the
operational ares west of Bwy #1. The discovery of mumercus gmall base
camps, some fortification, individuals with various caches, and well ueed
trails indicated that SB 35 was extenstvaly used by emall VC forces.

b, Binh Thuan Province .
The Brigade deployment into Binh Thuan Province produced an
ineignificant smount of intelligence primarily due to lack of contact
with enemy cambat forces, All available evidenoo pointed to a possible enemy
exriltration fram the operstioval Ares approximately 72 bours prior to
friendly insertiam.
¢. Conclusion
(1) The enemy forces in Bizh Thuan Province, particularly the
840th VCILF Co and the 490th VCLF Co, appear to have been well trained and

organized as evidenced by their successful conduction of concealment
and escape and evasion tactics in the area of oporation during Feb 67.

1-A-2
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Tad Af{Drder of ™at3ls) “bo Enclosure 1. (Iitalligensd) ‘to Combas :Chenations
After letion Reorte, Creration PARRAGYT (cent'd)

The 8,0th VCLF Bn remains in the northern pertion ef Birh Thuan Province
and can be expected to conduct harressment type operations along Hwy #1
in the Tuy Phong Area (BN 5342) in the coning months, The (90ta VCLF Co
also remains in the Tuy Phong Arva operating as a stable but flexable VC
loced Forco and will contimie to interdict Huy #1 in Viph Hoa Village with
tax collections, terroiasm and propaganda,

(2) The Hinh Thuen Provincisl Forces remain intact and oper-
etionsl vithin the Province, SB 22, 19 and 25 have been undisturbed by
friendly forces, The search and destroy operations in SD 7 and SBE 35 have
probably preempted the NVA/VC plang to appear, prepare for, and conduct
a nortar attack on Phan Rang 4FD camplex. The 274th and 113th VGLF Co's
rerain operational in SB 7 area., Due to the destruction of certain instal-
ations/facilities and the discovery and confiscation of & great amount of
eneny materials in SB 7, the X401 VC Prov Hqs will have to recuperate and
reorganire before they can reach maximm operational efficiency. The 270th
VOLF Co and the 112th VCLF Co appear to have axfiltrated S0 35 but nrobably
left’ omall scattared groups concealed within the sres. Son Hai Hamlet
(34 R362) remins_under VC control, “Mth the excertion of the NVA persormel
assigned to the VCIF unite, there are no WA in the southern portiocn of
of Ninh Thuan Province.
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] Inclosure 3 (Fersomnel and Administration)te Cambst Operations After hoticn =
E N 4 Repart, Operation FARAAGUT =
£ 1, (C) UMIT SRENGTHS: 3
3 8, Beginning of Operaticn FARRAGUT, z
= (1) Tme Brigade parsonnel atrengths at the begiming of Operation Z
FARRAGUT were as follows:
] Authorized Augmented (MTCE) 4490
3 Apsigned 4876
E Pressnt for Duty 4534
3 FARRAGUT AOQ 3443
Bape Camp - Phan Rang 1091
GATLING A0 (vic Bac Loc (1 Fub - 15 Fed 1)) byys) :
4 Not Fresent far buty 342 3
. - 7
(2) The assigned strengtn was 108% of the augmented suthariged strength,
The present far duty strength was 101% of the Sugmente’ authoriged strengti..
(3) Of the not mresent for duty strength; & wers hospdtalized, 108
w‘x\v intrlnait, 128 were on TVY/3D status, 76 con lsave, 19 1in oconfinement, and :
5 AWOL, i
£ b. Conclusion of Operation FARRAGUT,
3 (1) The Brigade personnel strengths at the cacelusion of Oparsticn
were as followss )
Autharised Augmentaed (MT0B) 4490
Assigned 5093
Fresent for Duty 4808 ;
PARFAGUT AQ 1901 :
6 Baze Camp - Phan Rang *2049 i
4 TP IVY AO 758
1 Not Present for Duty 285 :
(2) The assigned strength wes 1135 of the augmented authorised str
1 The mresent far duty strength was 109% of the sugmented Suthorized strength,

13) Of the not mresent for duty strength; 13 were heepitalized, 11
4 were muuotnstt. i were on TOY/SD status, 10/, on deave, 19 in confinamant,
ad 4 A

@ (L} The Léth Army Postal Unit, attached to the Brigsde, remiined at
3 9 personnel mesmt for duty of 11 suthariged throughout the opereticnm,

*This figure {ncludes the Brigade Hetdquarters, and the logistical ele-
ments af the units thet were Perticipating in Operation PARRAGUT but ware
moviding their norml suppart, in this particilar case froan the Base Camp,

(5) The i5th Punlic Infoarmstica Detachment with 1 officer and 3
sted men assigned of 1 officer and 4 enlisted men suthorised were attached
%0 Headquarters and Hesdquarters Canpany, lst Brigade, 10let Airbarne Divisiem
during the operation

o, Replacements received dwrirg the operation ware assigned to subordinate
units ss fallows:

o7 - g /4 ) - |
2227 ] 175 2/30 5 71 ;
27 4 153 Spt. Bn 2 12) i
2/502 2 n Serarete Campanies 2 U2 !
2 () GABUALTIRSs
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a4, Casualties for the OpEratian were &p followas 2 F

{1 KIA 77}
327 2 )

23 6 38
2/502 2 28
2/320 1 3
2/17th Cay 2 6
326th Engr 2 6
HHC, Bde £ A
TOTAL 15 114

b Total casuslties to date:
473 NIA HIA
372 1979 2

3. (V) ERSuNEL FROuus:

A. The Red Cross Recreations) Unit continued its viadts to forward units
during the operatia,

b, Beer, soda and Umited sensitive items wore provided to the units
in the forward area during the operation,

4e (0) FERSONEL FLANNING:

&, During the Operation, continued amplmsis was placed on sccuragy of
persomel recards by affording personnal the oppartunity to personally review
their Military 201 Files,

b. Classes on Administration and Postal operstions were held for all units
during the operation,

5. (C) EEDICAL:
8, Mtients treated:
(1, WIA 11
(2} Non Hostile Injury 125
(3) Disease 613
(4) Returned to Duty 310
(5) Evacusted to Hospital 562
(6) Remaining in Holding 10
(7} Total Patiente Treated 88z

b, Hoapitaliged personnel categorized by wounds:
(1) Head
(2) Chast
(3) Abdaen
(4) Upper Bxtremetiss
(5) Lower Bxtremeties

Eg oo
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Inclesyre & (Logdatdcs) to After Action Pgwat, Opersiion FARRAGUY
1. (C) ORANI.JION 4 SurrORT
&, General

Operation FABRAGUT was noteworthy for the extensive road
convey sctivity, in comparison with other recent opesrations. Major conwvoy
efirts ocoured from Phan Rang to Sore Mao, Phan Thiet to Song Mao, and
Sor.g ¥30 to Phan Rang. In addition tasller conwoys oparated between Fhan
Taict ard Luong Son aimost daily while khe Urigsde headquarters was at
Phzo L21vte A number of deficlencies in euirroy operation became apparent.
Th2,2 ir-luded feilure to maintain prescribed vehicle interval, speeding,
and failure to report crossing of check points,

_ The operation differed also in that it was loglstically
supported, in lerge measure, direct from Phan fang base camp., During
the initial and fin2l stages of the operation, the Forwerd Support Fle=
meriy (FEE) ws: fractivated and its functions were aseumed by the Support
Battalion, Thiz 145 fessible dus to the praxidity of the hase camp and
the area of operiticns, During such periods, some difficulty was experi-
enced in the duplication of logistical requiremsnts. That is requirements
for the same item were placed upon logistical personmsl from several sources,
This sometimos resulted in confusion and duplicated issues.

b, Support Battalion., When ncccssary, Support Battalion establishe
od an FSE consisting of Company D, 326th Medical Batiallion, and administra-
tive, maintenancs, ammunition, supply, trensportation, amd commnd and
control elements, The FSE provided responsive support to committed units

from successive locations at Phan Thiet and Song Mzo. A .Porward Supply
Point (FSP) was opened for a short time at Luongz Son due to the relatively
large size of the area of operations.

c. Gupporting Forces:

(1) USASC, Cam Ranh Bay provided overall lof.stical support.
It also estoblished separate forward support aress (FSA) at Phan Thiet
and Song Mao. These installations provided the Brigade with the Bulk of
Class I, IXI, IIIA, and V supplies and were co-located with the FSE,

(2) Phan Rang Sub Areas Command, USASC, Cam Ranh Bay provided
transportation assests. Of particular importance the 529th Transporta=
tion Compnrny (Lt Trk) provided the bulk of transportation required to
@mcute major convouys,

(3) 10th Combat Aviation Battalion helicopters provided
logistical as well as tactical support.

(4) VUSAF 074 (-130, and C-123 aircraft transported most of
the Brignde routine resupply of Class II and IV equipment fram Phan Rang
base camp.

2. (C) HATERIAL AND SoRVICES,

‘&, Eupply,

(1) Class I supplies wore received in sufficient quantity,
and no major shortsges were experienced. Same difficulty wes initially
encountered with resupply of ice and ice cream. However, the proximity
of Phan Rang made it possible to fly in ice and ice crerm on a deily basis
aboard C7A aircraft. A total of 330.2 short tons of Class I were issued,

(2) Class II and IV supplics continued to be flown directly
to the forwsrd area aboard USAF fixed wing aircraft. A total of 142,2
short tongs of Class II and IV supplies were issued during the operation.
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Incloaure 4 (Logistics) to Aficr hction Report, Operation PARRAGUT
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(3) <Clase III. The large extent of rond eonvoy activity
inflated consumption of #40unS and DF2 fuel to a level above the average
for previsus operations. The Brigades organic and attached vehicles cone
suned 526,2 short tons of Class III products throughout Operation FRRRAGUT,

(4) Class V. Although no major engagements occured during
thu operation, ammunition issue accounted for 559.8 short tone. This
ent‘re emmount was not expended, and Brigede units campleted the opera~
tior wdth full basic loads,

( 5) Wate rs

The resupply of water provided same difficulty while
the Brigade was located in the Phan Thiet area. The dry seeson prevent=—
ed units fram utiliszing the many intermittent stresms in the area of
operstiond. As 8 result water came primarily from a small number of -
central sources, The plactic, 3 gallon capacity, fret drop conteiner again
proved its worth, Although this item has attained a high degree of ao~
ceptence and use, stocks are limited. Consequently ewery effort must
be made to recover and re-use these containere.

b, Maintenance, The following maintensnce problems presented
the greatest degree of difficultv during the operetion:

(1) Tne H-138/U handset continues as a sout.w of difficulty
in signal maintenance. Pending issue of an improved rer‘'acement iiem,

field expedient measure and frequent replacement provided the onlv solu-
tions.

(2) Vehicle engincs, particularly for the 3/4 ton truck,
fajled at an increasing rate., Thie was due to excessive heating and
advanced engine life,

(3) Goneretors experienced a high rate of failure due to the
excessive hoat, humidity and breakdowns in viocosity of the oil used, A
rumming limit of 15 houre was established in order to insure adeauats
lubrication.

(4) Stress membeps under the rear 2 % ton truck cab and
vehicle bed began to fuil. This dan be attributed to constent operation

. over poor roads while carrying heavy loads,

(5) Starlight scopwe are failing at an increasing rate. The
primary difficulties are caused by the domage to knobs and rubber covere,
Each scope must be cvacuated to Sacramento for repair st an ostimated
cost of approximatcly $250C,00.

(6) Small ame revusled signs of extensive wesr and same
corrosion, Thie is naturel aince these weapons have been in almost
constant use.

(7) Lack of repair parts for signal and engineer cquipmemnt
created umnecessary deadline periods., Primery examples included handset
cables and gencidtor engines.,

{8) The Mllowing is a summary of maintenance activities
and job orders during the oporation: :

Becoived  Smploted  Incopnlate. i

Autamotive 102 93 9
Ameent 20 235 5 i
Inst rapent 87 82 5 i
S1gnal 5C6 405 101 ;
Engineer 65 47 18 H
42
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p‘ Intlosure 4 (Logia'.icn) to After Action Report, Operation PARRAGUT
') 0. Other Services;

G oy 1.‘4.\;_‘;“‘“"

3

(1) Cravcs Registration, quartermaster loundry and bath
services were provided in the FSi °uﬁ§:r“‘ at Phan Thist ard Song Mag with
personnel and equipmont drawn from USSC, Rsnh Bsy., During the periods
when the Brigade operated directly from base caap, the Phan Rang Sub Area
d provided these services,

3. (U) SMMARY, Operation PARRAGUT presented no major logistical
problems, The logistical systen remained fully capable of supporting
tactical operations. Same Shortcomings were noted in the operation of

4 ¥ehicle convoys, however these remsin relstively mimor in scope, :
4o (U) CONCLUSIONS,
. 4, The present logistical system and support concepts have proven
valid and should be continued, :
b. Sume efforts ape required to raise the Brigade's proficiency
in the conduct of ypad convoys, :
;
H
¥
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Inclosure S5 (Signal) to Combat Qperztioma After Report, Operation PARRAQUT

\ 1. (U) MISSICNi: The 1lst FASCP, SOlst Signal and the Communications Platoon,
7\ HHC lat Brigade 103st ibn Div had the joint mission of providing signal support for
the Brigade.

2, (C) OPERATIONS

a. GENERAL: The 1lst FASCP, SOlst 5igonal and the Commnication Flatoon, =
HHC let Brigade 101st Abn Div provided signal support during Operation FARRAZUT by =
establishing the Brigade Command Post and Corrunications Systems at Song Mao and

Phan Rang.

b, VHF Seotion provided circuits at Phan Rang from the Bde CP to MACV,
10lat Awn Section and 10th Avn Bn,

c. Commmnication Center Section terminated two secure teletype circults at
8Song Mac. At Phan Rang the 278th Signal Company Comminication Center terminated
three secure teletype circuita. Brigade Communication Center personnel augmentel
the 278th Signal Company Communjication Center in support of the Brigade.

d. SritchboardMNWire Section established the Brigade CP at Song Mao ter-
minating 86 circuits and installed approximately LO miles of wire. At Phan Rang
the 278th Signal Co operated the switchboard and terminated the circuits for the
brigede, The switchboard/wire section augmented the 278th Signal Co personnels

S ey

e, ™ Radio Soction provided FN radio stations &t Song Mao and Phan Rang.
Atomatic retransmission and relay stations were employed at B! 677547. The MARS
Station was established to provide phone patch service to USA,

R R N P TR N T B YR YA T

fo AM Radio Seotion operated secure radio teletype circuits between Song
Mao and Phan Rang, A secure teletype circuit between Phan Rang and Tuy Hoa was
established in suppcrt of the 2/327 with TF Ivy.

g Mairtenance Section contirmued to provide maintenance support for the
Brigade HHC and attachments.
h., Field Porces Signal Support; Det kL, SLth Signal Bn continued to pro-

vide cirouits into the in-country system, secure radic teletype between IFFORCEV,
Brigade Forward and Brigade Rear and a single sideband phone patch net paralleling

the radin telatype net.

3
£
3
3
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Inclosure § (Civil Affairs) to Combat Operation After .iction Report
32 Operation FARRL.GUT

Liril T

7

1. During Operation Farragut civil affairs activities were conducted
in Phan Thiet and Song Mao of Binh Thuan Provinecs and at Phan Rang in Hinh
Thuan Province. In all areas liaison was immediately effected with the
GVN officials, their US counterparts and representatives of the civillan
agancles, In conjunction with loocal officials price lists were established
and diatributed, fair wages were determined and labor wae procured fer the
Brigads. In less populated more remote areas there is a tendency for
laborers to demand higher wages as was the case in the Song Mao area.
Initially a daily wage of 1503VN per day was demanded even though a wage
of BOSVN per day was fair and ademunte for the area. However os scon as
it was learnad the Brigade would not excecd BOSVN, the local labor force
agreed to werk at that price. The Song Meo arec was also unlque in thet
it contained thres diiferent ethnic groups living in close proximity to ¢ne
another, Vietnamess, Nungs of Chinese decent and fiontagnerds. Although
the Brigade dreov labor from all of these groups on a daily basis, no problems
were en-ountered. Although Phan Rang is a relatively prosperous area and
the US Governxent arplops hundreds of local workers on a pormanent baelg,
the brigade had no treuble obtaining dzdily hires for 0$VN per day. The
practice of allewing the units te procure their own labor rather than
; operating & central hire point continued {0 prove more sfficient when
£ opaorating in the Phan Rang ares, During Oper:tion Farrcgut over 200
Montagnards were resettled in secure areas, 30 innocent civilians were
2 returned to their homes and the VC village of Vinh Hoa in Binh Thucn
- Province, (opproximotely 600 people) wae rescttled in a GVU controlled
3 area. At the conclusion of the operation 40 fau-lles fram the VC villege
3 of Song Hai in Ninh Thuan had moved back to GVN control in the Phan Rang
arca, The Brigade provided 3 tons of food stulfs and 2 tons of captured
4 -rice to help feed the refugecs from Vinh Hoa and 5 tons of cartured rice
for the femilies from Song Hai,

i e Linth it R Ll
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2. As the Brigade operated in threc different creas during Operation
Farragut, civic action efforts were aimed at high impact short duration
projects atteapting to integrate GVN officials and forces whenever possible.
3 Significant activities during the operation were &s follews:

2. dJoint US/VH sick calls were conducted in 211 3 areas treating
more than 2000 p~tients,

] b. Extensive work was conducted on Highway One between Phan Thiet
and Song Mao resulting in the reprir of 2 culverts, 5 bypasses ond 27 euts.

c. A running w-ter systam w28 installed in the Notre Dome Orphancge
3 at Phan Thiet. The brigade provided the materials amd the locnl Public

E Works Dept instslled the system. Prior to installing the svstem, water
3 hod to be drawn fram a well and carrled to the anage. With the new
) evsten wnter cin now be drawn from any ef 13 taps located throughout the

orphanage.

d. Two captured VC sewing machines were repaired ~nd-presented to
tho Girls Club =t the An Phouc District high school in Ninh Thuan.

. Mere tharn 100 students in the Phan Rang area wero given scholar-
ships for at least one vear by troomers of tho brigade stationed at Phan Rang.

f. Large quantities of food, clothing, soap, scrap lumber and
various crntured commodities were distributed to refugees and needy hamlcis.

3, Lessons Learned:

A, Several packages of gifts were sent by an organieation in
the Stntes to a4 member of the Brigude for distribuvion to necdy Vietnamese
children, Most of the items were gift wropped and on attempt wes made to
distribute them in this form. This proved extremely difficult as many of
the items wore not suitable for the ages of the children receiving them,
Regardless of fancy gift wrapping all pnckeges must be onened and examined
prior to distribution,

b. When the brigsde enters a now 2roa the local labor force
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will ofton dem~nd wames much higher th-on the noranl sccle, These high wage
demanda must not be met and when the l:bor force learns that thev won't
be met, they will work for the normsl scile.

@, tmile in the Song Y~o nrec it wes le-rmed that US«ID had provided
the meana &nd advised local fammers to grow an onion crop. This was done
and an ~mple crop w2s grown., However there was no local market for that
amount of onlons -nd no means to get the crop to ~ distant market, Production
of o ccsh crop of this nature should not be encoursged unless there is &
market readily available to turn the produce into cash,

d. As a result of inadequate storage focilities in Phan Rang for
55 auppliea, food items stored there spoiled &nd had to be disposed of.

Steps are being taken to provide o permanent S5 storage facility in Phan
Rang.

e, Until recently new tags for daily hire laborers were made on
a daily basis, This method proved difficult and time consuming, Laminated
tags were procured amd ~re now used. These tnge are issued and tzken up
daily and can be used in any aren the brigade oporstes in,

CONFIDENTIAL
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Inclosure 7 (Psychological Operations) to Combat Oparztious After Action Report,
L) Operation FARRAGUT
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1. Psychological Objective:

m

s, To induce VC, VC sympathizers ani GWN supporters living in VC con=
trollad areas to avail themselves of the QWN Chieu Hoi Programe

be To encourage the populace "on the fence™ to join the OW as opposed
to the VC, )

PRy Tt

ce To strenghten the will t6 resist the VC and increase the morale of
the pro-GW populace, ’

] 2, Concept of Operationt

a, Phase I3 During this phase of the operation emphasis was placed on
conducting Psychologiocal Warfare. The majority of leaflet and loudspeaker missions
were conducted in the A0, After all target areas in the A0 had teen covered

A missions wers conducted over populated ureas outside the AO, These missions
concentrated on target areas immediately adjacent to the AQ which were known to be
VC or have strong VC sympathies. A1l mission during this phase were daylight
missions conducted from USAF U-lQ aircraft.

AR o o BT LT

be Phase II and IIIs During this phase of the operation emphasis was N
shifted from Paychological Warfare to Psychologlocal Operations, The priority”
targets wore the populated areas, Emphasis was placed on migsions over VO cortrolled
and contested villages. Three leaflets and three tapes were secured from the
: Province Chief, repoduced, and distributed throughout the Province. Two C-U7
: loudspeaker missions, esch 2 hours in duration, were conducted over the populated
; areas each night., Daily U«l0 lsaflet missions covered the populated areas also,
Operations within the AO included a mass leaflet drop designed to saturate the
entire area at the outset of the Combat Operation,loudispeaker and leaflet midsions
were conducted in the AD as the tactical operation uncovered likely targets.

ce Phase IVs During the last phase of the operation emphasis was again
pPlaced on oonducting missions in the populated areas, Two leaflets and three
tapes from the Province Chief were obtained, reproduced and disseminated, 1
Poster and 1 tape were requested by Brigade Psy Ops and were distrituted. Night
loudepesis~ miseions continued as in Phase II.111, A mass leaflet drop was con=-
ducted to saturate the A0 (SB-35) and dasily leaflot and lowdspeaker missions wére
conducted against likely targets discovered as a result of tactical operations,

3. Overations conducteds

a, Missionss 102 missions covering 172 target areas were conducted,
Target areas ranged in aize from several huts to areas as large as 216 sq. loi.

by Leafletss LS different leaflets were used totalling 11,897,000
dropped. National Safe Conduct Passes were dropped on each leaflet mission. (See
Tab A, Leaflet 1list),

ce Loudspesker: A total broadcast time of 154.5 hours weas logged, These
consisted ofs

(1) Aerial
(a) Day (1ive): 8,5 hours,
(b) Dey (tape): 28 hours.
(e} Night (tape)s. 101 hours,
(2) Oround (day, 1ive): 1k hours,
(3) Sea (night, tape)s 3 hours,

7-1
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Imclosure 7 (Psychological Operations) to Combat Operations After Action Report,
Operation FARRAT - 34

Le Summsrys

a, Evaluating the effectivenass of the Bls Fay Ops mrogram continues to
be a major problems However, indirect indicators tend to show the program is
sffective,

(1) Several Hoi Chanhs quastioned at the PHAN THIET Chisu Hoi Oontew
(PARRAGUT IV) indicated they had heard loudspesker broadcasts both day and night
prior to their rallying.

(2) Most Hoi Chsnh were in possassion of ons or more lesflets at the
time they rallied,

(3) Chieu Hoi Centar offiofals at FHAN RANG confirmed that they recéive.
L Hoi Chanhs as a direct result of a loudspe ker appsal conductéd Ly this Zrigades
A VC made ths appeal from a UH-1D vic SONG MAG to hie L friends. His friends
heard the appeal and returned to the GWN.

(L) Village of 50N HOI commenced svacuation to & OVN secure ares
ssveral days after a low level leaflet drop had been conducted against the village,

(5) LO persons rallied to the GW in a group NW >f PHAN THIET, These
peoplets villgge had had several leaflst and loudapeaker missionas conducted agsinst
it approximately 1 week prior to their rallying.

b, This operation marked the first use of "Key Commnincator” leafleta
and taped messagese The results achleved indicated that this method of getting
arross a mpasago 15 highly successful. One Hol Chanh who rallied to the PHAN THIET
Chicu Hod Center said he did so bacause he heard "the Province Chief. wanted.the ¥7 tc
ccme back to the goverrment®, He further stated that he ®heard the Province Chief
talking from an airplane® (U-10 using one of the prepared tapes).

¢e Several Hoi Chanh stated that of all weapons systems used by the Bde,
the one most feared is the hslicopter, The VC kmow its capabilities and are there-
fore uncertain what any helicopters intentions are when one is sighted, "It is
interssting to mote that the majority of indications pointing to a successful Bda
Pzy Ops program involved helicopter missions, Whether this is the result of
probability or a direct correlation is not known at this tims, However, continued
efforts will be made to define the relationship hetween effective Psy Ops missions
and the use of heliccptors as Psy Ops vehicles, Two reasons why the helicopter may
be more successful than other type aircraft in conducting Psy Ops mission are;

(1) The helicopter instills greater fear in the VC irdtially, After
it bocome apparent thet the helicopter is condurting a Psy Ops missions a feeling
of relief would be manmifested., At this time ths Psy Ops message might be more
meandngful to the VC,

(2) The helicopter normally is usaed st much lower altitudes in cone
ducting Pgy Opgthan are the USAF Pixed Wing aircraft, This fact allows greater
accuracy in leaflet drops amd closer range for the ioudspeaker btroadcasts,

d. Dased on the effectiveness indicators received to date, the current

program of concentrating on population centers using Key Commmicator appeals
will be continued and the results evaluated.

- Se Isszons Learneds

a, The availebility of a proficlent interpreter or linguist is essertial
to conducting effective Psy Opsparticularly in rapid reaction situations,

be Key commurdeator appeals approach Faco-to-Face commnicati.a in that
the audience can identify with tha speaker,

¢, Oensral appsals promising good treatment and encouraging VC to rally

to the Brigads are ineffective dus to a lack of credibility., Bmphasis should be
placed instead on encouraging VC to rally to the OW. Key commmicator appeals
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Inclosure 7 (Psychological Operations) to Combat Operations After Action Report,
Operation FARRAGUT

compled with the demoradiwing etfeots of combat operations oreate a high measure
of persuasiveness and credibility.

d, The helicopter makes an ideal Psy Ops aircraft. Its use on leaflet
missions allows pdnpoint accuracy since leaflets can be distributed at very low
levels, Loudspesker broadcasts similariy can be pinpointed and the effects of
high vinds, on clarity, minimised,
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Tab 4 (Leaflet List) to Inclasure 7 (Psychological Operations) to Combat Operations 33’
After Action Report, Operation PARRAGUT
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; During Oparation FARRAGUT the following leaflets were useds

1. Nscp 33s 2LSN-123<67
2, 8P-331 3, 25N-12L=67
3. S-766 3% 2USN-137=57
L. SP-769 36, 2USN-1L267
5. SP-782 37, 2L5N-158-67
6. SP-868 38, 2L5N-16167 !
Te SP-5h1 39, 2L5N-163-67

; 8, SP-Hy2 Lo, 2LSN-190-67

9s  SPaSLT Ll 2LSN-191-67

E 10. SP-95Lk b2, 16467

i 1, 8p-55h L3. 17266

;; 12, SP-957 Lhe 33166

: 13, S8P-958 LS. FO=L
4, SP-l1h 46e Sriing Reunion
15. SP-1234
16, SP-1389
17, SP-Ui3l
18, SP-1539

| , 19, SP-1619

5 20, SP-17U6
21, SP-175%
22,4 SP=16-67
23, 2L5N=61-67

2. 2LSN6367
25, 2USN-109-67
! 26.  2LSN-113-67
'i 27. ehN-Qah87
( ! 28, 2LH-117-67
! 29, 2LSH-118-47
{ 30. 2LNH-119-67
f 3. 2UN-220-67
I 32, 2LSH=122-67
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Inoclosure 8 (Artillery) to Combat Operation After Action Report, Operation
FARRAGUT

1. Mission: 2d Battalion (Airborna) 320th Artillery supports lat
Brigads, 1018t Airborne Division. Battery "B®, lst Battalion (Towed), 30th
Artillery provides general support to the 1lst Srigede, 10lst Airborns
Division.

2+ Summary of Operationt

ae In the conduct of Operation FARRAGUT the same technigques of
fire support coordination and artillery employment which have proven
successful in rrevious operstions were utilized, Favorable terrain and
the concept of operation of the mansuver slements allowed extensive employ-
ment of radar throughout phases II, III, and IV. Battalion FIC was utili-
gad throughout the nperatjon, centrally located, as the coatrélling FICe

be 4n additional forward gbeeyvor requirement was imposed by the
attachment of a forward observer party to the 2/Ll ARVN during the conduct
of Fhase IV. This exceeded the orgamic forward observer capability of the
battalion, and was fulfilled by utiliging peracnnel with associated traine
ing and experience from within the battalion.

c. Naval gunfire provided reinforcing fires to the brigade
during phases III and IV of FARRAGUT. Lisison was maintained at the
brigade level as wellas periodic radio commnications betwaen the suppore
ting ships and battalicn FIC.

d. B/1/30 was frequently split into two platoons, each platoon
collocated with a battery of 105mm howiteers, throughout the operation,
Several firs mission were conducted, adjusting with the 105's and massing
the fires of both the 105's and 155's in effect, Flexdbility was obtained
by shifting the fires of one element (usually the 105'as) on to poasible
escape routes while.the other maintained suppressing fires on the enemy.

e, The amount of H a+d I fires was increased during this oper- :
ation. These fires are effectively utilised todsceive the enemr as to the i
objective of the maneuver elements gnd to deny the enemy use of critical H
terrain, roads, bridges, fords, campsites, etc, Likely- H and I targets :
can be obtained from the maneuver aelements relaying through their forward
observers,

f. Air varning meassages are now being broadoast over the "Ouard"
UH frequency by the fire direction center, using an air force survival
kit radio. Tests thus far have been generally favorable, althougt. the
radio's range seems to be extremely limited. 3roadcasting air warning
massages in this manner is convenient for the pilote gince the UHF :
"OQuard® frequency is monitored by them at all times. 4 search is being :
made for a more powerful, portuble UHF radio,

8¢ A schedula of fires conducted at the beginning of Phase
IV was terminated about halfway through due to the flight paths of
helicopters, 1ifting in the mansuver elemsnts, crossiug the gun-target
1line. Strict adhe-ence to the propored flight corridor by the pilots
would hdve enabled the sghedule of fires to be comleted,
3, Execution:
a, Phase I3

(1) At 270700 Jamary, A/2-320th displaced to ENS868L2., Unit
closed at 1020 hours. Direct Support of 1-327th Infantry,

- (2) At 310730 Jamuary, A/2-320th displaced to BN7LLSTL. Umit
closed at 1010 hours, Genaral suppert of 1lst. Brigade,
8~

CONFIDENTIAL

33

<

[




e s tisiem o Tt —y et oy © e ynr T s SRR IR TR

CONFIDENTIAL 20

3 Inclosure 8 (Artillery) to Combat Operaticne After Action Report, Operation =
FARRAGUT

(3) At 271000 January, B/2-320th displaced to ENS12768. Unit
closed at 1600 hours, Direct support of 2-327th Infantry.

(4) At 31115 Janusry, B/2-320th displaesd to BN61569S. Unit
closed at 1845 hours, Direct support of 2-327th Infamtry.

(5) 4t 051730 February, B/2-320th displgoced to BN665690., Unmit
closed at 1330 hours, Direct support of 2-327th Infagtry,

(6) At 10082~ Fetruary, B/2-320th displaned to BN669688, Unit
closed at 1420 hours. Direct support of 2-327th Infantry. .

(7) 4t 150630 Petruary, B/2-320th displated to BN69257h. Unit
closed at 1600 hours, Direct support of 2-327th Infantxy.

(8) At 270700 January, C/2-320th displacetl to BN702598, Unit
closed at 1715 homrs. Direct support of 2-502¢ Infantry.

(9) At 281000 Jamary, C/2-320th displecsd to BNS6T6B8. Unit
closed at 1615 hours. Direct support of 2-502d lafamtry,

(10) At 301830 January, C/2-320th digzlaced %o BN7LLB7h. Unit
closad at 310200 hours. Oensral support lst Brigaie.

(11) At 271320 January, B/1-30th disglaced to BN667688, Unit
cloged at 1757 hours, General support reinforcing the fires of C/2-320th.

(12) At 300900 Jamuary, B/1-30th displaced to EN7LLE7L, Unit
closed at 2100 hours, Oemeral support reinfore the fires of lst Brigada,
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be Phase II:

(1) At 170645 February, 4/2-320th displaced to BNLL6252, Unit
closed at 105 hours, Direct support of 1-327th Jafantry,

(2) At 230700 February, A4/2-320th displaced to BN125384. Unit
closed at 1100 hours, PMirect suppert of 1-327th Fafantry.

(3) At 281400 February, A/2-320th c4splaced to BN266LS6. Unit
closed at 1800 hours, Direct support of 2-327th Bifsantry,

(L) At 170500 Pebruary, B/2-320th displaced to BN1253L8. Unit
closed at OB30 houra, Direct support of 2-327th Jafantry,

(5) At 230600 February, B/2-320th displaced to BN23SL7h. Unit
closed at 1100 homrs, Ddrect support of 2-327th Infantry,

(6) At 250500 February, B/2-320th displaced to ANB12617. Unmit
closed at 0900 hours. Direct support of 2-502d Infantry.

(7) At 280630 Pebruary, B/2-320th displaced to BN266LSE. Tmt
cloged at 1320 hours, Direct support of 2-327th Infantry.

(8) At 170730 Pabruary, C/2-320th displaced to AR962316. Undt
closed at 1730 howre. Direct support of 2-502d Isfantry.

: (9) At 180600 February, €/2-320th displaced to BN212L06. Unit
ciosed at 1800 hours, Direct support of 2-502d InZantry.

(10) At 190700 February, C/2-320th displaced to- FNC1250L. Unit
closed at 1630 hours, Direct support of 2-502 Infantry,

(11) at 281330 Pebruary, C/2-320th dirplaced to BN266LS6. Unit
closed at 2000 hours. Direct support of 2-502d Infantry.
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4 (12) At 170715 Febrhary, B/1-30t* displaced to BN762316, Unit
3 Closed at 1730 hows. General support reinforcing the fires of C/2-320th.

(13) At 281410 February, B/1-S0th displaced to BN¢66LS56. Unit
closad at 2020 hours. Oenersl support of the lst Brigade.

ce Phase IIT:

{1} At 030700 March, A/2-320th displaced to BN187666, Unit
closed at 1000 hours. DIirect support of 2-327th Infantry.

(2) At 060615 March, A/2-320th displaced to BN26&uSS. Thit
. closed at 1035 hours. Direct support of 1/327th Infantry.

{3) At 010630 March, B2320th displaced to BNL23339, Unit
closed at 1420 hours. Nirect support of 2-327th Infantry.

3 (L) At 020730 March, B/2-320th displaced to ENS18420. Unit
cloged at 1500 hours. Direct support of 2-327th Infantry.

1 (5) At 030700 ¥arch, B/2-320th displaced to ENSF4S21. Unit
closed at 1615 hours. Mirect support of 2~327th Infantry.

1 (6) At 030500 March, C/2-320th displaced to BI205528. Unit
3 closed at 0930 howrs, Direct support of 2-502d Infantry,

3 (7) At 060630 March, C/2-320th displaced to EN266L56. Unit
closed at 1600 hours. Direct support of 2-502d Infantry,

3 (8) At 030600 March, B/1-30th displaced to ENSILS21, Unit
3 closed at 1615 hours. General swpport reinforcing the fires of B/2-320th,

d, Phase IV:

(1) At 090600 March, A/2-320th displaced to BN786667. TUnit
closed st 1500 hours. Direct support of 1=327th Infantry.

{2) At 220700 March, A/2-320th displaced to EBNTLLBS9. Umit
closed at 1745 hours. General support 1st Brigade.

3 3) At 090500 March, 2-320th displaced to EN703597, Umdt
closed at 1745 hours., Direct support of 2-327th Infantry.

Z (L) At 150700 March, B/2-320th displaced to BNG86682, Unit
4 closed at 1152 hours. Direct support of 2/502d Infantry.

(5) At 230900 March, B/2-320th displaced to BNLT7869., Umit
closed at 1250 howrs, Oeneral support of lst Brigads.

(6) At 0B0BOO March, C/2-320th displaced to ENS15119. Unit
olosed at 1250 hours, Direct support of 2-502d Infantry,

(7) At 121300 March, C/2-320th displaced to BNTLULE69. Unit
closed st 2130 hours. Direct support 2-327th Infantry.

(8) At 220700 March, B/1-30th displaced to BN63u526. Unit
olosed at 1000 hours. General support reinforcing the fires of B/2-320th,

(9) At 230900 March, B/1-30th dieplaced to BNTLLUBS9, Unit
closed at 1245 hours, General support of last Rrigade.
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Inclosure 8 (Artillery) to Combat Operaticns After Action Report, Operation 42
FARKAGOT
b, LO VC (KB Arty) (BST).
S, Admimistrstive matters: N/A

6, Special equipment and techniqusat The radar was extensively employed
during phases II, III and IV of FARRAGUT in the following mammers:

a, Registrations were corducted, both center of impact and high

b. Survey coordilnates were computed for C battex."yﬁ:y the tracking
of a low charge high angls round fired by C bsttery, by r .

c¢e Further tests 4in computing survey ccordinates for a given location
were conducted by the ralar section as followss

(1) Tracking a ballon floating above the point at which surveyed
coordinates were desired,

(2) Tracklig an H-13 hovering above the point at which surveyed
ooordinates are desired.

(3) Tracking a beer can dropped from an H-13 onto the point at
which surveyed coordinatss are desired,

7. Commanderts Anilysis: That the 2d Battalion, 320th Artillery, Battery
*B®, lst Battnlion 30th Artillery, and tactical air continue to provids adequate
fire support.

Tests conducted with the portabls UEF radic in broadcasting air warning
messages have been more satisfactory than methods employed in past operations.
A pore powerful portable UHF radio, once obtained, shnruld eliminate the problsm
of adequate aircraft warning during the conduct of fire missions., Tests con-
ducted with the radio hava indicated many areas of possible employment in a
counterinsurgency environmnt,

8. Recommendations: That four (4) (H-L7's be provided this brigade

at all times and that th: aviation company assigned to smpport continue to
provide & 1iaison officer,
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Inclosure 9 (Engineer) to Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation
FARRAGUT

1. The most sicuificant Engineer activity in Operation FARRAGUT was the
opening and use of land lines of communication. During the initial phase of
the operation, the 2d Battalion (Airborns), 502d Infantry moved into the Secret
Bass 7 srea using Rt 1 and Rt 406, The later stages of the operations were
characterized by daily usage of Rt 1 in ths ares in which the Brigads was
operating, The displacement of the Brigads bass from PHAN THIET to SONG MAO

-and from SONG MAO to PHAN RANG was eccomplished by road.

2. The lat Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division received gemsral Englneer
support from elements of the 35th Engineer Qroup. Company B, lkth Engineer
Battalion provided support in the PHAN RANG area, specifically repairing 8
kilometers of Rt LO6 in late January, assisting in the opening of Rt 1 from
PHAN BANQ to SONG MAC on 15 and 16 February, and in opening Rt LO7 to SONG
HAT in mid March. 2d Flatoon, Company A, lLth Engineer Battalion provided
support in preparing the Brigade base area at PHAN THIET and in opening Rt 1
from PHAN THIET to SONG MAO on 17 and 18 February, Company B, §7th Engineer
Battallon constructed the alrfield at SONG MAO, prepared the Brigade base
area &t SONO MAO, provided bulldozers for construction of access roads into
the LE HONG PHONG Forest, and installed a bypase on Rt 1 on 4 March. The
support rendsred by each of these units was responsive and timely in every
incident,

3., Throughout the operation Company A, 326th Engineer Battalion provided
LZ clearing ard demolition teams to the committed Infantry Battalions, Mine
sweeping teams working with A Troop, 24 Squadron (Airborme), 17th Cavalry
and with the MP Flatoon conducted dailv sweeps on ?t 1 from 18 February
through the erd of the operation, The company provided a provisional platoon,
reorganized as Infantry, to secure Battery B, 1-30 Artillery, from 3 through
11 Pebruary., With equipment support from the 3S5th Bngineer Qroup, Company A,
326th Engincer Battalion cpened Rt 1 from PHAN THIET to SONG MAO, repairing
27 cuts and installing 3 bypasses, Elements of the company constructed approx-
imately 25 kilometers of access roads i:.to the 1E HONG PHONG Farest and dest-
royod two bunker complexes totalling more than 100 bunkers.

4. The types of mines encountered in Operation FARRAGUT were the CEU
bomhlat. emplaced on trails and along Rt 1 between PRAN THIE™ and SONG MAO,
a command detonated Claymore type mine used on Rt 1 north c¢f TUY PHONG, and
alectrically detonated road mincs emplaced on Rt 1 morth of PHAN THIET, These
elsctrically detonated mines used a firing mechanism made of two flattened
sections of tin cans held approximately 1/8 inch apart by split wooden pege.
These metal sections were wired into the firing system and pressing the
sections together completed the circuit and fired the mine., This simple but
effective mechaniem was used as a preasure device or for command detonation,

Se Drinking water was a distinct problem in the coastal regions sround
and north of PHAN THIET, The only water source found near PHAN THIET that
would support the Brigsde water point was the city reservoir. Durlng the
dry months of February and March this water has a strong, musty taste that
18 extremely unpleasant and evem effects foods prepared with water. Salt
;u used to contaminate wells used by tre VC on the edgo of ths LE HONG PHONG

oreet.

6. There were no wnusual Engineer problems encountered in Operation
FARRAGUT, The requirement for careful road sweeping and the efficlency of
ropds ga a means for moving supplies were again demonstrated,
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